164-9]  Cromwell and the King's Execution 225
of the true religion ; if the King was the greatest obstacle to the establishment of the true religion, they were not bound to preserve him. " It pledged them/' he added, " to bring to condign punishment all incendiaries and enemies to the cause, and were small offenders to be punished and the greatest of all to go free ? "
Meanwhile, during Sunday and Monday, Charles prepared himself for death. He spent much time in prayer with Bishop Juxon, burnt his papers, distributed the small remains of his personal property, and took leave of his children. As he feared that the army would make the Duke of Gloucester king, he charged him in simple language not to take his " brother's throne/'
" Sweetheart," said Charles, taking the child upon his knee, " now they will cut off thy father's head [upon which words the child looked very steadfastly upon him] ; mark, child, what I say : They will cut off my head, and perhaps make thee a king ; but mark what I say : You must not be a king so long as your brothers Charles and James do live ; for they will cut off your brothers' heads when they can catch them, and cut off thy head, too, at the last; and therefore I charge you do not be made a king by them."
At which the child, sighing, said, " I will be torn in pieces first/' What Charles saici to his daughter, the Lady Elizabeth herself related :
" He wished me not to grieve and torment myself for him, for it would be a glorious death that he should diet
it being for the laws and liberties of this land, and for 15

